
POPULATION 238,659

EST POPULATION  366,743 (2030)
MEDIAN AGE  39.7
LABOR FORCE  117,535
REGIONAL LABOR FORCE 1,536,696 
 (CHARLOTTE REGION)
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GASTON COUNTY
Located in the southern Piedmont region of North Carolina, adjacent to the state’s 2nd largest county, Mecklenburg, Gaston County comprises
13 municipalities, with a wide variety of industry and local attractions. Automotive, machinery, and fabricated metal industries all thrive in
Gaston County, and access is one reason why. With close proximity to Charlotte-Douglas International Airport and serviced by Gaston Municipal
Airport, the county also offers easy access to CSX rail and Amtrak, as well as many of the area’s largest interstates. Nearby Gaston College and
Belmont Abbey College, a Catholic liberal arts school in the thriving town of Belmont, provide a deep local talent pipeline. Crowders Mountain
State Park is a natural draw of the area.

Cities/ Towns:   Gastonia, Belmont, Dallas, Mount Holly, Cherryville

INDUSTRY CLUSTERS

TOP 5 LARGEST SECTORS BY
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HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION RATE    83 %
POST SECONDARY DEGREE                    41.9%
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https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=193b119c60f2102b&sxsrf=ADLYWILVP-4NJFka8f2W7P0fAHaU4WbDrg:1724292443840&q=Gastonia&si=ACC90nyvvWro6QmnyY1IfSdgk5wwjB1r8BGd_IWRjXqmKPQqm8zYLU1eGWT52-2s1XAZqZzSkpI3SDJV2JLdlvJeKxZ3SFxeIzSbgwuM4PfpN2CG9r120ePo6HSyl_RQ3HwsgA0CQDzgCEbiiWHQ-qS7NXFwHBexxkrS1y1jvuEL2S8PP4M9vBDbUt5H8oULe_l_K22TCrUpfxK_aGk_EQxM1kzM3N6biGoUbMUOe6miUgw9-8v82DevJUbH1LLVLBCl5Sb6mtlh&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwj5n-r0wYeIAxWu78kDHRvzEwoQmxMoAHoECBkQAg
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=193b119c60f2102b&sxsrf=ADLYWILVP-4NJFka8f2W7P0fAHaU4WbDrg:1724292443840&q=Belmont,+North+Carolina&si=ACC90nyvvWro6QmnyY1IfSdgk5wwjB1r8BGd_IWRjXqmKPQqm3ckrL5KD0Nc2ubBNdoNpDZuLBPCVl-A4uDbmXqmP-uLv6snPBGd5yZ3drh34pZHJ5lPXXu9b2Jz6110lAnu0sHiUnNvmFfW5bihZ-cgUnnlt88r12BrUdiv3YOjyPgQ82qQ0VP-HDDQ7OrmwQiYHNEjSU263KDp4SwxeBmEx7o2zdhZkky6XHvisRXCuTv8rIcnPAa4bR-M5DLNszfqJhJtpuuq5L5uL0mSE7NIh5xksBtW1g%3D%3D&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwj5n-r0wYeIAxWu78kDHRvzEwoQmxMoAXoECBkQAw
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=193b119c60f2102b&sxsrf=ADLYWILVP-4NJFka8f2W7P0fAHaU4WbDrg:1724292443840&q=Dallas,+North+Carolina&si=ACC90nyvvWro6QmnyY1IfSdgk5wwjB1r8BGd_IWRjXqmKPQqm_Vzs9-lIxzjDF7Bcm50ZgDGkOWNJX6-skZugE8l1tg7MMAJvk1I8q1v4XDbeKRSzDHQ4QNTad5ZUHrFewnFq3fNeoSPBR_INvZGV3W5GZ37By8rF3UTRQu6sR3YjC-nf9ep2PdCmzjQX5r3QFdR6lz-DNb2KSOw1mEAgzW1gUOA81AJVgRgCWhNEYqAWOoMmtU84jnVn3_QGRYrO5w6uxf_6QnlXFLI9vi8LJrQ071kc-7Sow%3D%3D&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwj5n-r0wYeIAxWu78kDHRvzEwoQmxMoAnoECBkQBA
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=193b119c60f2102b&sxsrf=ADLYWILVP-4NJFka8f2W7P0fAHaU4WbDrg:1724292443840&q=Mount+Holly,+North+Carolina&si=ACC90nyvvWro6QmnyY1IfSdgk5wwjB1r8BGd_IWRjXqmKPQqmzZJ5LQL8uNUZ6los7Mi1xeYjZCYhoGTMe_krx0g8_I7KXKdIXUIO6T6yu5wl_PN_4ZdCv1ln8VFBJN-Sc0Zh6Im7SHEFQ3VAtMIxWdoDfr3MSqiE0TvltKa-deDMSLPseWhaQRlmpjxDVJNN9XKK-m8d46xSMXLrgWeUi22oS5Jdg9IQVEre2ZTvoTfnuytSO3uM6koxtdffD_4Z40HzpNGgkPaE27-GgngVACmgEJRnRYefw%3D%3D&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwj5n-r0wYeIAxWu78kDHRvzEwoQmxMoA3oECBkQBQ
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=193b119c60f2102b&sxsrf=ADLYWILVP-4NJFka8f2W7P0fAHaU4WbDrg:1724292443840&q=Cherryville,+North+Carolina&si=ACC90nyvvWro6QmnyY1IfSdgk5wwjB1r8BGd_IWRjXqmKPQqmz4Gnl-wnrtljNSdQ0gDwXkI-1RZNjNSNlb1C7Fn9G9IDCyaqYThzIn5Vf0HUWPHwibfyOV1u6GOXwi74yOD4SsSHSEAExj_OSzMlpzxLBjS5WyHBYvsJnIX47dMuZifjccCSqCzQ0pxCJAvYUJ2E_X4PzWVZLhwGyFpv_I_Rfa8kn6gSDy10BayOAcvL-X5gi6Y3NcdND2YqnG8zanA4hZjC0-eNjXVmIJCEfJTK3sb6NgM_w%3D%3D&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwj5n-r0wYeIAxWu78kDHRvzEwoQmxMoBHoECBkQBg


Donny Hicks
Executive Director 

Gaston County EDC

PORTS – 3 DEEP-WATER PORTS WITHIN 250 MILES, CHARLOTTE INLAND PORT AND 2
INTERMODAL FACILITIES (CSX AND NORFOLK SOUTHERN) 

TRANSPORTATION/ ACCESS 

RAIL – CSX TRANSPORTATION, NORFOLK SOUTHERN ,  ABERDEEN CAROLINA,
PROGRESSIVE & WESTERN RAILWAY

AVERAGE RESIDENT COMMUTE TIME: 27.5 MINUTES 
CLOSEST INTERSTATE HIGHWAY ACCESS:   INTERSTATES 85, 77, 24 AND HIGHWAYS 321, 74, 90, 64 , 127

AIRPORT – 20-30 MINUTES TO CLT INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT –6TH BUSIEST AIRPORT IN THE WORLD 
LOCAL AIRPORT: GASTONIA MUNICIPAL AIRPORT 

WITHIN A 2-DAY TRUCKING TIME OVER 70% OF THE US POPULATION IS ACCESSIBLE AND 35% IS
ACCESSIBLE WITHIN 1-DAY OF TRUCKING
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