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      On June 26, 2013, Foxx was sworn in as the 17th U.S. Secretary of Transportation after 
receiving a 100-0 confirmation vote and entered an agency under distress.  Congress had not 
approved a long-term surface transportation bill in more than a decade.  The entire 
government faced sequestration funding and, within six months, was shut down entirely for 16 
days.  Rather than scale back the agency’s ambitions, Foxx plowed forward and, as a result, had 
one of the most consequential runs in the history of the Department.   
 

Foxx developed the Obama Administration’s first surface transportation bill and worked on 
a bipartisan basis to get its congressional incarnation, the FAST Act, passed.  He consolidated 
the Department’s innovative financing programs and accelerated permitting policies into a new 
Build America Bureau and put a new executive director in place before my departure.  He 
embraced technology by pushing forward new rules governing the commercial use of drones, 
blueprinted the most comprehensive national policy on autonomous vehicles in the world, and 
launched the Department’s first, and the Administration’s most successful, Smart City 
Challenge, engaging more than 70 cities to develop their own strategies to incorporate new 
technologies into their transportation networks.  He placed nearly $30 billion in discretionary 
federal grants around the country, giving rise to a national pipeline of projects now poised to 
seek innovative financing, including the NY-NJ Gateway Project, Chicago Union Station, Florida 
East Coast High Speed Rail, and Texas Central Railway.  Along the way, Foxx developed a web of 
relationships at every level of the public and private spheres. 
 

Since leaving the Department, Foxx has started a new joint venture with the Related 
Companies, Related Infrastructure.  The new business is acquiring and investing in 
transportation-related service, management and development businesses, not physical 
infrastructure.  Additionally, Foxx advises AutoTech Ventures, LLC, a Silicon Valley venture 
capital firm that focuses on surface transportation technology, Hyperloop One, a new 
transportation technology inspired by Elon Musk, and Tullco Investors, a family venture fund 
that focuses on artificial intelligence.      
  

Prior to joining the U.S. Department of Transportation, Foxx served as Charlotte’s 54th and 
youngest mayor, running successful campaigns in 2009 and again in 2011.  As the then-second 
largest financial services center in the United States, Foxx inherited a city facing the worst 
recession in more than 80 years.  As the nation’s second largest financial services center, the 
25,000-plus job losses created an immediate crisis.  Foxx quickly established a blueprint for 
recovery – reforming the city’s public safety pay plan to bring it into fiscal balance, developing a 
demand-driven workforce development model that has become a national model, crafting 
incentives for small businesses and entrepreneurs to grow businesses in the city, and leading 
the city council to pass the largest bond package in the city’s history.   



 
From a transportation perspective, Foxx helped salvage the city’s largest single capital 

project – a light rail extension currently under construction, which was threatened by lower 
than anticipated sales tax revenue; helped structure an innovative finance deal to complete the 
city’s outer beltway; launched a new streetcar; and put forward the largest injection of street 
bonds in the city’s history.  These efforts garnered the notice of other city mayors around the 
nation – as well as the President of the United States. 
 

Foxx is a lawyer and has practiced in a variety of governmental and private roles, including 
an attorney in the U.S. Justice Department, counsel to the U.S. House Judiciary Committee, a 
law clerk to U.S. Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit Judge Nathaniel Jones and as a litigation 
attorney with Hunton & Williams, LLP.   

 
 Foxx currently commutes between Chevy Chase, Maryland and New York City but still 
calls North Carolina home.   


