
  

 
Agenda 

Wednesday, October 30  
7:45 a.m. | Registration Opens  

8:30 a.m. | Program 
 4 p.m. | Networking reception 

Sheraton Uptown, Charlotte, NC 
 

Today’s economic development approach is comprehensive – spanning efforts to recruit and grow 
companies, as well as ensure that talent availability and infrastructure plans can accommodate 

smart, sustainable development and inclusive economic growth.  
The Summit is a full-day event offering perspectives, trends and data in key industries featuring 
speakers who will emphasize actionable takeaways to further strengthen the Charlotte region’s 

competitiveness by helping attendees grow their businesses. 
 
Opening Keynote  

What does work look like in the future, and is the Charlotte region well positioned? The Future of Work is a 
comprehensive study of labor trends and the adaptability of local economies in the age of automation. The 
study identifies 13 community architypes each with a diverse set of challenges that disrupt assumptions with 
a focus on those in our region. 
 Tacy Foster, Associate Partner, McKinsey & Company 
 Megan McConnell, Associate Partner, McKinsey & Company  
 The Future of Work in America: People and Places, Today and Tomorrow 
 

Higher Education: Growing a Regional Education Mecca 
The availability of qualified, skilled and educated talent in our region as human capital will be a competitive 
differentiator. Higher education leaders from across the Charlotte region share their institutions’ roles in 
shaping a workforce for today and tomorrow. 

Clay Armbrister, J.D., President, Johnson C. Smith University 
Dr. William M. Downs, President, Gardner-Webb University 
Dr. Kandi Deitemeyer, President, Central Piedmont Community College 
Dr. Jason Hurst, President, Cleveland Community College 
Brien Lewis, President, Catawba College 
Dr. Daniel Mahony, President, Winthrop University 
Moderator: Anna London, COO, Charlotte Works  

https://www.linkedin.com/in/tacy-napolillo-foster-319a168/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/megankmcconnell/
https://www.mckinsey.com/featured-insights/future-of-work/the-future-of-work-in-america-people-and-places-today-and-tomorrow
https://www.mckinsey.com/featured-insights/future-of-work/the-future-of-work-in-america-people-and-places-today-and-tomorrow
file://PEAKHOME/DATA/DEPARTMENTS/Engagement/Summits/2019%20Summit/Speaker%20&%20Panel%20Info/Bios/Armbrister%20Official%20Bio.pdf
https://gardner-webb.edu/offices-and-departments/administrative-offices/office-of-the-president/biography/index
file://PEAKHOME/DATA/DEPARTMENTS/Engagement/Summits/2019%20Summit/Speaker%20&%20Panel%20Info/Bios/Bio%20for%20Dr.%20Deitemeyer%20-%20publication.docx
file://PEAKHOME/DATA/DEPARTMENTS/Engagement/Summits/2019%20Summit/Speaker%20&%20Panel%20Info/Bios/Jason%20Hurst%20-%20Biography%20Information.doc
file://PEAKHOME/DATA/DEPARTMENTS/Engagement/Summits/2019%20Summit/Speaker%20&%20Panel%20Info/Bios/Brien%20Lewis%20BRIEF%20BIO%202019.docx
file://PEAKHOME/DATA/DEPARTMENTS/Engagement/Summits/2019%20Summit/Speaker%20&%20Panel%20Info/Bios/Mahony%20Bio%20(1-7-19).docx
https://www.linkedin.com/in/anna-london-7b67a563/


  

 
Break / Exhibitor Experience 

 
Transportation + Infrastructure: Unlocking the Region’s Potential  

A vibrant, innovative and healthy economy requires robust infrastructure to connect and move people and 
products in and out of the Charlotte region. We’ll share perspectives through a needs-based discussion 
highlighting partnerships between municipal and business landscapes. 

 
Panel 1: Municipal Lens: Connecting the Region  
Panelist to include regional mayors, NC DOT leaders and state lawmakers  
 Joe Bost, SVP of Government Affairs, CLT Alliance  

Michael “Dr. Mike” Miltich, CRTPO representative/ Mayor Pro Tem, Town of Cornelius  
Moderator: Tony Lathrop, NC DOT Board Member, Chair Funding/ Appropriation Strategies 
Committee, and Partner, Moore & Van Allen, PLLC  
 

Panel 2: Business Engagement on Regional Transportation Initiatives 
Executives representing employers with diverse infrastructure needs 
 Kathryn Black, Community Engagement Executive, Bank of America 
 Tracy Montross, Regional Director of Government Affairs, American Airlines  
 Kevin Poet, VP of Operations, Siemens  
 Moderator: Geraldine Gardner, Executive Director, Centralina Council of Governments  

 
Break / Exhibitor Experience / Lunch opens 
 
Legendary Leaders: Blueprints for Our Region’s Future 

Having a vision, activating it and measuring the outcomes, all come with the territory of being a leader. We’ll 
hear from two of our region’s legendary trailblazers and learn why civic engagement and accountability are 
values that will ensure our communities continue an outlook of a promising, inclusive future for all. 

Mayor Harvey Gantt  
Hugh McColl 
Moderator: Janet LaBar, President & CEO, CLT Alliance 
 

Break / Exhibitor Experience 
 

Breakouts 
Talent, comprehensive infrastructure and can-do leadership are good building blocks to building a healthy 
economy. What else do our trade sector industries need to succeed? Our break-out sessions will focus on 
three verticals unique to our regional DNA.   
 
 
 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/joebost1/
file://Peakhome/data/Departments/Engagement/Summits/2019%20Summit/Speaker%20&%20Panel%20Info/Bios/CV.pdf
https://www.ncdot.gov/about-us/board-offices/boards/leadership/Pages/anthony-lathrop.aspx
https://www.linkedin.com/in/kathryn-black-53508632/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/tracymontross/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/kevin-poet-b089a8b/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/geraldine-gardner-6b18778/
https://www.ganttcenter.org/about-the-center/about-harvey-gantt/
https://www.falfurriascapital.com/team-members/hugh-mccoll
https://charlotteregion.com/about-the-alliance/janet-labar/


  

Tapping into Emerging Talent 
The point of view of a growing regional employer that has altered its hiring practices and taken a 
nontraditional approach to find talent outside its industry and build a technology workforce. 
 Kathy Higgins, VP of IT Business Management, Lowe’s Companies 

 
Building a Strong Future: The Business Economic Prosperity  
Discussion of the Business Roundtable and the impacts on clients and communities and how businesses like 
JP Morgan Chase & Co. are investing in communities by building an inclusive workforce, defining corporate 
governance, engaging stakeholders, driving policy debates and collaborating with policymakers. 
 Eileen Braden, Executive Director, Head of Public Affairs, JP Morgan Chase & Co.  
 Michelle Mesack, Executive Director, Head of Federal Gov’t Relations, JP Morgan Chase & Co. 
 
Preparing for Prosperity: CLT Region 2030 
A look at the Charlotte Region in 2030. What will our population look like? Where will they live? How are 
the jobs and industries in which we work going to change? We’ll be looking at the unique challenges that 
different parts of our region face and discuss potential solutions to these challenges.  
 Antony Burton, VP Business Analytics and Data, CLT Alliance 
 Chuck McShane, VP Business Analytics and Data, CLT Alliance 

 
Ending Keynote Session 

We’ll come back together for the final session of the day to include an executive call to action on 
opportunities we should collectively pursue for our shared regional competitiveness agenda.  
 Antony Burton, VP Business Analytics and Data, CLT Alliance 
 Tacy Foster, Associate Partner, McKinsey & Company 
 Megan McConnell, Associate Partner, McKinsey & Company  
 Chuck McShane, VP Business Analytics and Data, CLT Alliance 
 

Networking Reception  
End the day networking and forming new connections.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Together with our partners, the Charlotte Regional Business Alliance works to create the most 
vibrant, innovative and healthy economy in the nation. We’re proud to convene experts in 

identifying opportunities that will enable our bi-state region to compete for investment and advance 
prosperity for all. 

file://Peakhome/data/Departments/Engagement/Summits/2019%20Summit/Speaker%20&%20Panel%20Info/Bios/Exec%20bios_HigginsKathy_28JUL19.docx
file://Peakhome/data/Departments/Engagement/Summits/2019%20Summit/Speaker%20&%20Panel%20Info/Bios/Eileen%20Braden%20Bio%202019.docx
file://Peakhome/data/Departments/Engagement/Summits/2019%20Summit/Speaker%20&%20Panel%20Info/Bios/Michelle%20Mesack%20Bio%202019.docx
https://www.linkedin.com/in/antony-burton-5b170552/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/chuck-mcshane-ph-d-a2b8886/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/antony-burton-5b170552/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/tacy-napolillo-foster-319a168/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/megankmcconnell/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/chuck-mcshane-ph-d-a2b8886/


   


